
 
 

      November 15, 2019 - Volume 4, Issue 11 

PRINCIPAL News & Announcements 
 

Dear Parents: 
 
I cannot recall, in my two years at St. Benedict School, a more eventful week.  Monday was a day of 
reflection and thanks.  St. Benedict honored our Servicemen and women with our annual Veteran’s Day 
Assembly.  Our student body gathered to show their appreciation for the freedom and rights our military 
has sacrificed to provide.  We welcomed twenty-three veterans to our campus to say a sincere “Thank 
You” for their service.  We were lucky to have Staff Sergeant Pape of the United States Air Force speak 
about his experience and appreciation for the dedication of our Armed Forces.  A VERY special thank you 
is in order for Mrs. Serafina Pepe and Mrs. Lauren Orr for organizing this important event.  Also, thank you 
to our Vice Principal, Mrs. Christine Keeling for moderating the event.  This event was the impetus for a 
fundraising campaign for the Wounded Warrior Foundation.  In the end, St. Benedict families rose to the 
occasion (as they always do) and raised a grand total of $1,852 which will be donated to those who have 
done so much for all of us. 
 
I am truly thrilled to announce that construction has begun on the Great Outdoor Learning Center.  On 
Wednesday, Lauro Landscaping braved the chilling temperatures and began clearing and grading the 
land.  Mr. Dan Catena and his team organized removal of an old storage trailer and demolished asphalt on 
the site.  Our students in the Middle Wing (Grades PreK through Second) are excited to watch the trucks 
and workers transform this space.  My own son, Colin in PreKB, told me how much he enjoyed “watching 
the guys rip up the ground.”  Thank you to Mr. Joe DeSandolo for his hard work and guiding us through 
this process.  Finally, I wanted to say thank you to Mr. Dan Condatore for his vision and designs for the 
finished product.  Needless to say, we are off and running and our dream is quickly becoming a reality. 
 
We are collecting Thanksgiving food for the less fortunate.  We are asking for nonperishable items that 
can brighten and ease the financial burden of the holidays.  St. Benedict School prides itself on ongoing 
philanthropic efforts by our students and the generosity of our community.   
 
The new items for the Rebel Rack are still arriving.  We will begin announcing our new items next week. 
We are all confident the students will want new St. Benedict merchandise under their Christmas trees and 
in their stockings this holiday season. 
 
Finally, I want to mention some concerns that have arisen at our drop-off line.  Student safety is 
paramount in all that we do at St. Benedict School.  It has been brought to my attention that some parents 
do not feel comfortable dropping their students off in the mornings.  School employees have been 
reporting that parents are disregarding the directives to stop.  Our Student Ambassadors have been 
addressed about proper procedures.  Please allow them to help the younger children out of the cars and 
get them safely to their homerooms.  Parents do not need to get out of their vehicles.  I understand 

 



 

mornings are hectic and parents may need to get to work or drop off another child, but we have to be 
cautious and safe.  Please adhere to the requests of St. Benedict Staff to allow your children to exit your 
car safely. 
 
Good luck tonight to those attending the PTA Pocketbook Bingo!  
  
Stay warm and have a great weekend! 
 
Kevin Donahue 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

FILING FOR DIOCESAN TUITION ASSISTANCE FOR 2020-2021 

The Tuition Assistance Applications for the 2020-2021 school year will be available on November 1, 
2019.  You will be able to access the application through the link on the SBS website under 
PARENTS - FINANCIAL INFORMATION - FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 
The application is open on 11/1/19. 
The Round 1 Deadline is 2/21/20. 
The Round 2 Deadline is 5/15/20. 
  
For additional information, please see the attached flyer.  It is also posted in the Weekly Packet. 

 
● GIVING TUESDAY 

On December 3rd, 2019, Catholic schools from across the Diocese of Trenton are participating in 
Giving Tuesday, the global day of charitable giving that follows Thanksgiving, Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday. Giving Tuesday is a day of charity that fosters connection and generosity which 
helps you bring real change to your community.  100% of the monies raised through this 
campaign will go directly to the Catholic school that you specify in your donation. Help support 
our Catholic Schools this Giving Tuesday by sharing your resources; a donation to the Catholic 
school of your choice, pledging to volunteer your time at a school, or sharing a prayer in support 
of Catholic education! Visit www.LeadinFaith.org to learn more and show your support! 

● EDP - The AfterCare program is asking for donations of used tennis balls.  Kindly drop off at the 
school office.  Thank you. 

● JACKETS AND HOODIES - Now that the weather is cooler, please label all jackets and hoodies 
with your child’s name.  It will make it much easier to find its owner when left behind. 

● BUILDERS CLUB THANKSGIVING COLLECTION 
The SBS Builders Club will be collecting food for Thanksgiving.  Please drop off food items, and 
help make a family served by the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry’s Thanksgiving dinner better. 
The collection will run until Wednesday, 11/27.  Click Here for a list of suggested food items. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

● SCRIP REMINDER: Save on tuition with SCRIP retailer gift cards.  Learn more here. 
● YEARBOOK RECOGNITION ADS - Click Here 

Attention to all 8th grade families, it’s time for yearbook ads!  
Dear Parent or Student, 
Yearbook recognition ads are a great way for parents, families, and friends to commemorate 
student achievements and important milestones.  In addition, revenues from recognition ads help 
our school to create a better yearbook.  To purchase your ad online, follow the instructions on the 
form below. Jostens is managing your school's yearbook ad sales so please do not contact or 
send materials to the school.  Please take into account our school's ad content guidelines on the 
bottom of this form during the creation of your ad online.  All ad orders must be placed online by 
12/1/19.  NO LATE ADS WILL BE ACCEPTED!  

 

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/14952/documents/2019/10/FACTS%20FLYER%202019-2020%20for%202020-2021.pdf
http://www.leadinfaith.org/
http://www.leadinfaith.org/
https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/14952/documents/2019/11/Builders%20Club%20Thanksgiving%20Collection%2019-20.pdf
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/scrip
https://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A05111000


 

● YEARBOOK EARLY BIRD SPECIAL - The early bird sale for yearbooks is for PreK through 7th 
grade, all are welcome to buy a yearbook at the lowest price of the year.  The 8th grade families 
DO NOT need to purchase a yearbook!  Click Here 

● VIRTUS Training Class - There will be a full Virtus Training class on Thursday, January 9, 2020 in 
the FAL.  Please go to www.Virtus.org to register. 

● There will be a Virtus Retraining Class on Thursday, January 16, 2020 in the FAL at 6 pm.  This 
class is for all those volunteers who were originally trained prior to the year 2015.  You may 
register online at www.virtus.org.  Please contact the School Office if you have any questions. 

● GRACE Yankee Candle Sale orders are ready for pickup.  If you have not already done so, please 
stop by the office as soon as possible. Thank you for your support! 

Class News 
 

VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION 
On Monday, November 11, the SBS community gathered to honor family and friends of Veterans in a 
church celebration on Veterans Day.  Staff Sergeant Pape, father of fifth grader PJ, was presented with a 
check for over $1,800 to donate to the Wounded Warrior Project.  Thank you for your generous donations 
with bracelets, letters, stars, and dress down day contributions to make this contribution possible. 
Special thanks to Mrs. Serafina Pepe and Mrs. Lauren Orr, SBS parents, for organizing this celebration to 
honor our Veterans.  See more photos here. 

 
 

 
 

 

https://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A05111000
http://www.virtus.org/
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/photoalbums/veterans-day-2019


 

WELCOME BACK, MRS. TAGLIARINI! 
We would like to extend a warm welcome back to Mrs. Tagliarini.  She returned to school on Wednesday, 
11/13/19.  Ms. Cheyenne Bennett should also be commended for her outstanding efforts during  
Mrs. Tag’s absence. 

 
 

PREK 
The PreK classes spent the week learning about all different forms of transportation.  We made race cars, 
sailed boats, flew hot air balloons and drove cars through paint.  We also experimented with force and 
gravity by rolling balls down ramps and playing with balloons.  Look at us go! 
 

 
 

 



 

SECOND GRADE 
Grace L. in 2B made her Profession of Faith this week.  She is a fully initiated member of the Catholic 
Church.  God Bless You, Grace! 

 

Parent Associations and Club News 
 

ARTS ASSOCIATION  
Next parent Arts Association meeting is November 18th.  All parents are 
welcome to attend. 
 
FAITH FORMATION 
Join us as we prepare for the start of the Advent season and the joyous 
celebration of baby Jesus’ birth.  Advent Family Day is on Sunday, 
December 1 following the 9:30 and 11:00 am Masses.  Join us as we make 
a creche and baby Jesus.  Each day place a piece of straw/yarn in the 
creche to represent an act of kindness.  Make a soft bed for infant Jesus 
by Christmas morning.  All parish and school families are welcome! 
 
Please RSVP on the website, click here. 
 
PTA 
Please join us on November 20th at 7 pm in the FAL for our Gift Auction 
kickoff.  We need your help!  These events cannot happen without our 
school community. 
 
Anyone with a child in PreK-5th grade, please check your SBS email 
account.  Santa’s helpers have sent you a message that you won’t want to 
miss! 
 
SAVE THE DATE: Polar Plunge 1/26/20 (more details coming soon). 
 
GRACE (Growing Access to Catholic Education) 
Email: grace@stbenedictnj.org 
 
Thank you to all who have generously contributed to the Yankee Candle 
fundraiser this fall.  Please include the information from last week about 
online continued purchases.   
 
The next Dining to Donate will be on Tuesday, November 19th at Denino’s 
Pizza Place, 1077 Route 34, Aberdeen.  From 4 pm until closing, 15% of all 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
Monday, 11/18 
Drama Club 
2:15 - 4:00 pm in Gym 
 
Pint-Size Picasso's 
2:15 - 3:30 pm in KA 
Homeroom 
 
Arts Association Meeting 
7:30 - 8:30 pm in Art Room 
 
Tuesday, 11/19 
Dress Down Pass from 
Carnival 
Dress Down Day ONLY for 
students who purchased the 
coupon book at the carnival 
with the specific dates of 
9/23, 10/17, 11/19, 12/13. 
 
Mini Drama Club 
2:15 - 3:15 pm in the 
Maker Space 
 
STEM - Be the Game 
Designer  
3:00 - 4:30 pm in Science 
Lab 
Grades 2-5 
 
Wednesday, 11/20 
School Choir  
2:15-3:15 pm in Music 
Room 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8PGWf4n8LGqtcDK_TKTvonZxl-3Ne9l6J0L889XOwwth3-A/viewform
mailto:grace@stbenedictnj.org


 

sales will go to support our students at SBS.  Please bring the flyer that 
was sent home with the students yesterday or see the Weekly Packet.  
 
Yankee Candle Fundraiser - Online orders may still be placed until January 
8, 2020 at www.yankeecandlefundraising.com/store.htm and enter group 
code 990051704.  They will be shipped directly to your home. 
Each family who orders $30.00 or more will receive a Dress Down Pass. 
 

SPORTS 
 

 
REMINDER: Sports Physicals Mandatory, please give directly to Nurse 
Sharon.  No player can practice without it being approved. 
 
Basketball Season is started...please always refer to this website for the 
most up-to-date schedule: 
https://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=nmbbl 
 
The school sports calendar will be updated as well, but the direct website 
is the best to go by!  Link: Sports Calendar 
 
Trish Hillers, Athletic Director at athletics@stbenedictnj.org 

 
Thursday, 11/21 
Yearbook Meeting  
2:15 - 3:30 pm in 6B 
Homeroom 
 
STEM - Junior Robotics 
Builder 
3:00 - 4:30 pm in Science 
Lab 
Grades 2-5 
 
Friday, 11/22 
Trimester 1 Ends 
 
CBA Model U.N. 
Conferences 
At CBA, 1:20-8:20PM 
 
SBS Bowling League 
3:45 - 5:00 pm 
Strathmore Lanes, 
Aberdeen 
 
Youth Choir 
4:00 - 5:00 pm in Music 
Room 
 
NOTE:  
All Club flyers are in the 
weekly packet or respective 
Club pages on the website. 

Reminders
 

● CALENDAR -  is located on the website in the main navigation tab titled “Calendar” or bookmark 
the page here: https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/calendar-1 

● SCHOOL FACEBOOK - Facebook page for St. Benedict School is: 
https://www.facebook.com/SBSprincipal/ 

● AMAZON WISH LIST REMINDER 
Our Amazon teacher wish list is up on Amazon Smile!  Please check it out and help our teachers 
stock up for the new school year!  Click link below: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KK6784K9TB49?ref_=wl_share 

Weekly Packet 
 

Please see the link below to access all of the newsletter attachments for the week. 
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/fyi 
 

 

 

http://www.yankeecandlefundraising.com/store.htm
https://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=nmbbl
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/sports-calendar
mailto:athletics@stbenedictnj.org
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/calendar-1
https://www.facebook.com/SBSprincipal/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KK6784K9TB49?ref_=wl_share
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/fyi

